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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION/ELECTION REQUIREMENT 

This paper is responsive to the Office Action mailed from the Patent Office on July 12, 
2002. The shortened statutory period for response expires on August 12, 2002. 

The Office Action indicates that two inventions are claimed within this application and 
thus Applicants are restricted to choosing either Group I claims 1-9 or Group II claims 10-19. 
Applicants hereby elect Group II claims 10-19. Applicants reserve the right to pursue claims 1-9 
in due course. 

The Office Action also indicates that election of one species is required from each of the 
following groups of species: stent-catheter systems: Species A: Figures 1 and 2; and Species B: 
Figure 16; and pushing rod: Species 1) Figure 7; and Species 2) Figure 8. Although Applicants 
disagree with the species divisions, to move prosecution forward, Applicants hereby elect stent- 
catheters systems Species A: Figures 1 and 2; and pushing rod Species 1) Figure 7. The Office 
Action also requires a listing of all claims readable on the elected species, and applicant views 
those claims to be claims 10-15, and 19. While Applicants have not elected stent-catheter 
systems Species B, or pushing rod Species 2), Applicants reserve the right to pursue claims 
directed toward these remaining species in due course. 
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In addition, the Office Action indicates that election of one of the following species of 



Species III: Figure 5; Species IV: Figure 6; Species V: Figures 10-12; Species VI: Figure 17; 
Species VII: Figure 26 (distal end of stent with retaining device); Species VIII: Figure 27 (distal 
end of stent with retaining device); and Species IX: Figure 28 (distal end of stent with retaining 
device). Applicants do not elect to pursue any of these prostatic stent and retaining devices 
species at this time, and reserve the right to pursue any of these species at a later time. 

Applicants respectfully request that the application now proceed promptly to 
examination. Applicants believe that no additional fees are necessitated by the present 
Response. However, in the event that any additional fees are due, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any such fees to Deposit Account No. 20-053 1 . 



prostatic stents and retaining devices may also be made: Species I: Figure 3; Species II: Figure 4; 
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